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“God is a Spirit; and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”
John 4:24
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The Bear And The Red Hot Stove! By Mike Riley

Once in a dense forest a big bear broke into a cabin of some hunters. They were out at the
time but had left a fire in a pot-bellied stove. The bear saw the red hot stove and figured it was an
enemy, so he ran over and put a bear hug on it. Naturally, he was severely burned, but Mr. Bear
thought the enemy was trying to fight back, so he squeezed a lot harder and was burned even more.
The more he squeezed the more he was burned. What a vicious circle for a vicious bear to be in!

There are many people who would say, “What a dumb animal to hug something to his own
hurt!” But it might be they are doing the same thing. How many people are there who hug worldliness
(lying, dancing, adultery, wearing immodest apparel, drinking, etc.) to themselves and refuse to part
with it? Let someone warn them of the danger and they will hug it all the more. Many cannot bear to
part the sin of worldliness, and yet they cannot be saved while holding on to it (1 John 2:15-17). Too
many of us are acting a great deal like that bear.

We often profess a desire to go to heaven, but all the while we hang to those very things that
will prevent our going. The penman of the book of Hebrews wrote, “Wherefore seeing we are
compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which
doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1).
Paul wrote, “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on
the right hand of God. Set your affections on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead,
and your life is hid with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:1-3).

What would make a person want to “gamble” on the eternal home of his (or her) soul
(Matthew 16:24-26)? As Christians, we ought to “let go” of anything that has the potential for
hindering our being in heaven.
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“Study to shew thyself
approved unto God, a
workman that needeth
not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word
of truth.”

2 Timothy 2:15
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Coming Back To The Lord
By Ron Boatwright

There are many Christians who have wandered away from the Lord. We have so much to gain by being faithful to the Lord. Jesus
says in John 14:1-3, "In My Father’s house are many mansions and I go to prepare a place for you." Also we read in Revelation 21:4
concerning heaven, "And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be
no more pain, for the former things have passed away." Heaven will be a great place beyond our wildest dreams. There are no words that
can describe how wonderful heaven will be. And it will last forever and ever, time without end. I certainly want to go there and I know you
do too.

By going to heaven we will not have to go to eternal punishment in Hell. Hell will be a horrible place. Jesus says in Mark 9:43-48,
"If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed, rather than having two hands, to go to hell, into the fire
that shall never be quenched where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched." We know that our hand itself will not cause us to
sin but Jesus is telling us that what ever it is in our life that is going to cause us to be lost, to correct it so we will not be eternally lost in hell.

We have so much to gain by obeying God, but we have so much to loose by not obeying Him. God wants to save us so much that as
John 3:16 says, "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son" to die for us. This took great love for God to do this for us.
And as we read in 2 Peter 3:9, "The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not
willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance." The Lord doesn’t want you, me, or anyone else to be lost, and if we
have wandered away He wants us to come back to Him in repentance. He has already paid the price for our sins by taking our punishment.
He is eager and ready to save us.

In Luke 15:11-24 Jesus tells a parable which illustrates how God longs for us to return to Him if we have wandered away in sin. The
parable tells of a son who took his inheritance and went away from his father into a far country and wasted his inheritance in riotous living.
He became destitute and hired out to feed pigs. He became so hungry he even wanted to eat what the pigs ate. He decided to go back to his
father and hire out as one of his hired servants. Verse 20 says, "And he arose and came back to his father. But when he was still a great way
off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him." In this parable the father represents God. Christ
gave us this parable to show how anxious God is to have us come back if we have wandered away from him in sin. God will run to us with
open arms if we will only come back to Him.

In James 5:19 we read, "Brethren if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back, let him know that he
who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins." Here we see we can come back which
will result in our soul being saved from an eternal death in Hell and the multitude of our sins will be covered and forgiven.

Satan wants us to believe, that once we have fallen away, there is no way back. But this is not true. In Luke 15:7 Jesus says, "I say
to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner that repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no
repentance." Then Jesus continues in verse 10 saying, "Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner
who repents.” When we repent and come back all of heaven rejoices.

God only forgives those who are His children. We become a child of God when we are baptized into Christ for the forgiveness of our
sins so we can be saved (Galatians 3:26-27). God’s law of pardon for us after we become His children is to repent, confess our sins and to
pray for our forgiveness. In 1 John 1:9 we read, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness." Notice it says that He will cleanse us from ALL unrighteousness. From the above scriptures we see that we first of all need
to repent of our past sins and unfaithfulness to God. We need to make up our mind that we are going to give up all sinful practices for which
we have been guilty and that we are going to faithfully attend the worship services of the Lord's church, the church of Christ.

Now this doesn’t mean that we will never sin again. As His children we have the promise in 1 John 1:7, "But if we walk in the light
as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin." This verse gives us a
lot of encouragement and comfort. It tells us that we must walk in the light. In other words we must be trying our best to follow His word in
our daily living. It next says that we must "have fellowship with one another". We must be in fellowship with the brethren in the local
congregation of the church of Christ. If we are doing this, the verse says, "the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sins". The
cleansing from all sins is a continuing action. But as we try to live the Christian life and commit sin from time to time, the blood of Christ will
continue to cleanse us from ALL sins we commit if we repent. But for this continual cleansing of our sins to take place so we can remain
saved, we must be walking in the light and having fellowship one with another.

If you have wandered away, God is waiting for you to come back to Him. He dearly wants you to come back. So please make up
your mind that from this day forward you are going to give up the sin in your life and live for Him. Find a congregation of the church of
Christ in your area where you plan to faithfully attend worship. Go forward during the invitation and confess that you have sinned and that
you have not been faithful in your worship of God. Ask the brethren there to pray for you and tell them you want to be a member there.
Become involved in the worship and the work of the church there. Then live faithfully to God the rest of your life so that you can go to
heaven when this life is over. As our Lord says in Revelation 2:10 says, "Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life."
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